
2021-22 COURSE SYLLABUS
History Social Science (HSS) 6
Ms. Krista Hayenga, teacher
khayenga@sandi.net

Mr. Danilo Guasticci, student teacher

Location: Room 315, Marston Middle School
Textbook: World History: Ancient Civilizations
Prep period: 8:40-9:30 daily
Tutoring via Zoom: 3:00-4:00 every Thursday, Meeting ID: 860 2396 6718
Parent-teacher conferences scheduled upon request.

UNITS OF STUDY AND STANDARDS
The California History Social Science (HSS) Framework for World History and Geography:
Ancient Civilizations directs us to explore four broad questions about ancient history:

1) How did the environment influence human migration, ancient ways of life, and the
development of societies?

2) What were the early human ways of life (hunting and gathering, agriculture,
civilizations, urban societies, states, and empires), and how did they change over
time?

3) How did the major religious and philosophical systems (Judaism, Greek thought,
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism) support individuals, rulers, and societies?

4) How did societies interact with each other? How did connections between societies
increase over time?

Our ancient history units begin with Archaeology and the Stone Ages, then proceed through
the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt and Nubia, India, China, Hebrews, Greece
and Rome.  Each unit is between three and six weeks long. Key Learning Targets (KLTs) for
each unit alert students to what they are expected to learn.  KLTs  are based on the material
in the textbook and will be assessed at the end of the unit by a Key Learning Assessment
(KLA).  The Key Learning Targets are aligned with the California State Content Standards
for HSS.  In addition, students are expected to read and write during history, so we have
Common Core Standards for Literacy in History.  And, in case that’s not enough, we want
students to demonstrate higher level thinking skills by tackling Critical Concepts within the
discipline of history.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S6OHLrOJJpjUdLqdYvexzSGybDwyLHe3/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n1TeXEiCtygC4ymsg6fbLMZ4H_GEtONIHbGLF2lrQOM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bahYQyDIoeGQji4RUqnMlPTQacZ0hiRXdP0PAoYpUkA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bahYQyDIoeGQji4RUqnMlPTQacZ0hiRXdP0PAoYpUkA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qSA__160o3HI2_QyM0VILgXtYr23PR6ZA4ln81fc3PM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FPpPS7qUj2xni8nc6-hpBE7u2jm0e2r8QbIIboR7XKQ/edit?usp=sharing


ACADEMIC GRADES
Academic grades are based on three assignments for each unit:

Interactive Notebook worth 100 points
Key Learning Assessment (KLA) worth 50 points
A project or presentation worth 10 - 50 points, depending on its complexity.

INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOKS
For each unit students are assigned a digital, interactive notebook at Google Classroom
which is due at the end of the unit on the same day as the KLA.  Most of the course
materials, such as videos and supplementary readings,  and classwork/homework for the
unit are contained or linked in the notebook.   Typical assignments include note taking,
summarizing, answering questions, and writing informational and opinion paragraphs.
The assignments are specifically designed to help students prepare for the KLAs and
demonstrate their mastery of the standards.

KEY LEARNING ASSESSMENTS (KLAs)
At the end of each unit, students will take a ten-question, multiple choice exam based
entirely on the textbook and the KLTs.  Students may NOT use their textbooks or notebooks
on the exam.  The KLAs are designed to assess a range of comprehension levels, from the
most basic recall of definitions to higher level thinking questions, which typically require
students to know the sequence,  significance, or cause-and-effect of events, or to make
inferences based on the knowledge they have acquired through reading the textbook.

PROJECTS and PRESENTATIONS
For each unit students will engage in a group or individual project or oral and visual
presentation designed to give students some choice in topic, experience with historical
research, and skills in designing and delivering effective digital presentations.

Letter Grade Definition Unweighted
Secondary G.P.A.

A Exceeding content-area standards 4

B Meeting content-area standards 3

C Approaching content-area standards 2

D Beginning progress towards content-area standards 1

F Little to no progress towards meeting content standards 0



When scoring written assignments in the notebook and oral/visual presentations students
will be assessed on their depth of understanding.   For example, a student who only copies
highlighted definitions from the textbook or has a partially correct answer demonstrates a
basic level of engagement with the material (either beginning or approaching standards).
A student who identifies and organizes important information from more than one source
(such as video and textbook or textbook and supplementary reading) in a brief or notelike
format is likely meeting the standard.  A student who can explain by combining facts from
more than one source, in their own words, in complete sentences organized into a
paragraph with a beginning, middle and an end is generally exceeding the standards.
Generally, students who strive for A’s should extend their learning beyond the basic
expectations of any given assignment.

Within each notebook, there will be 2-3 standards-based assignments that will be clearly
labeled as such where these expectations apply.  Completion of the other assignments
demonstrates the students work habits and as such factors into their citizenship grade.

PLAGIARISM
Plagiarism is cheating, it is using someone else’s words as if they are your own, and it is oh
so easy in our age of copy and paste.  Usually sixth graders do not write like encyclopedias
and there are online plagiarism checkers that can verify the exact source of the copied
information.  There are times when we are taking notes from the textbook when it is OK to
use the book’s definition of a term, but a student who seeks to meet or exceed the standards
should always add an example or further elaboration that shows they carefully read and
understood what was read.  Otherwise, the expectation is that students will attempt to
paraphrase information in their own words, and under no circumstances is it OK to copy
and paste directly from an online source.  As soon as any part of the assignment has been
verified as plagiarized, the entire assignment receives the grade of “0”.

SECOND CHANCES
Students may take a second opportunity to meet or exceed the standard by redoing the
assignment within two weeks of the end of the unit.  Further extensions require a
parent-teacher-student conference.  Students who have an “F” at the end of each
three-week learning cycle will be recommended for study hall or intervention where they
can redo or complete their assignments for credit.

CITIZENSHIP EXPECTATIONS
Citizenship grades start fresh every six-week grading period.



Grade Citizenship Expectations Grading
Scale

E
Exceeds

Consistently exceeds expectations in work completion, time management,
preparation, and participation, and actively contributes to a positive
learning environment.

4

M
Meets

Consistently meets expectations: completes work on time, prepared to
learn, participates regularly, shows respect for others, and contributes to
building a positive community.

3

I
Inconsistent

Inconsistently meets expectations: occasionally completes work on time, not
always prepared to learn (i.e. coming to class on time and with a charged
computer), participates infrequently (including writing assignments in student
planner and contributing to discussions), not all assignments are completed,
behavior occasionally interrupts learning or teaching, and/or may have some
difficulty working with others.

2

U
Unsatisfactory

Does not meet expectations: work is habitually late or not done, not prepared
to learn, does not participate, and/or is dishonest, disruptive, or disrespectful
toward others.  Plagiarism and cheating are unsatisfactory.

1

WHAT TO DO WHEN ABSENT
Report all absences to the Marston attendance office.  First of all, before you are absent, it is
a good idea to make a friend in class, a study buddy, or a friend who has this same class
another period and exchange texting information so that in case you have questions about
an assignment at any time your friend might be able to help.  When you are absent, PLEASE
look at the Calendar at Google Classroom (> Classwork > GOOD INFORMATION >
CALENDAR); it shows what we did in class that day.  When you return to class, consult your
table partners, perhaps ask to see their agenda, to make sure you got everything.  If
necessary, come to tutoring on Thursday for more help.  If you are absent on the day of the
KLA, take the test from home and turn in your notebook on the day it is due, or as soon as
you are able.


